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prematurely. He had, I inferred, no principles of any sort.
He was against everything that is commonly regarded as
broadly Conservative. He was, of course, equally against
Marxism, whether Socialist or Communist. Yet the rumours
that Goring was the one hope for a reasonable solution would
not be silenced. He intended, it was said, to plunge Hitler
into the abyss at one of the next turns in the road. Were
these rumours deliberately spread in order to inspire the
anti-Nazis with confidence and make them talk? and so to
discover the real opponents of the regime and their views?
Goring was capable of a manoeuvre of that sort. He was
ready to take on anything, and was not above putting
people on the wrong track.

I think there is more in the rumours than merely the
machinations of an eminent agent provocateur. It may be that
Goring too lacked only the courage to break away at the
critical moment, just as the old Generals lacked it. He was
not as bellicose as he affected to be: he had played a part
in good earnest in the last war, and had no need of further
laurels. He had also grown rich and powerful. Like the
other arrives of the party, he had only to lose, nothing to
gain, from war. He began to dislike taking risks, especially
in dealing with powerful elements in the party. He was
not always spoken well of by the " Counts of the Gaue": his
lordly style irritated them. The more Hitler's star rose, the
more difficult and dangerous it became to attempt anything
against the Flihrer. The extent to which Goring began to
grow easy-going and disinclined to move was revealed to me
by a little episode involving a well-known big industrialist
who had urged Goring to intervene on behalf of industry.
Goring promised to do so, but did not, and finally, after
waiting a long time, the industrialist asked why this was*

**Ach.f" said Goring, uyou know, I have been on very bad
terms with Hitler lately. Now I have just shown him my
new works. He expressed his satisfaction to me so over-
whelmingly* How could I spoil his good mood and muck
up my good standing with him once more?"

; He had lost Hs confidence. The old independence was
gone. Goring^ like others, had slid down imperceptibly
rung by rung, while Hitler had been steadily going up.